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Militant Mystic 


By Grecory Masry 


AY the Angels lead thee into 
M Paradise; and the Martyrs re- 

ceive thee at thy coming and 
ng thee into the holy city Jerusalem ; may 
choirs of Angels receive thee, and may- 
thou, with Lazarus once poor, have 
rlasting life,’ sang the monks of the mis- 
nary Order of the Holy Cross as they 
e the body of Shirley Carter Hughson 
m the arching monastery chapel to his 
ve in the greensward by its side. A little 
, yet triumphant, for a fearless warrior 
Christ, after eighty-two years of aggres- 
> action, had laid down his lance and knelt 
his accolade. 
shirley Carter Hughson, a many-faceted 
1: plenary priest, pre-eminently a re- 
ous, spiritual athlete, inquisitive student, 
found scholar, assiduous author, illumi- 
ing instructor, compelling preacher, fabu- 
; missionary, confessor to thousands, a 
ster director of souls, builder of both spir- 
1 and material temples to God, sagacious 
unistrator, indefatigable in his labors, 
thy yoke-fellow of Father Huntington, 
nearly sixty years a companion-in-arms 
loughty Bishop Manning in defense of 
Faith—a marching soldier of the Cross. 


Father Hughson was the builder of the 
Order of the Holy Cross. As one of its 
oldest living Fathers said, “Father Hunt- 
ington made Father Hughson, and Father 
Hughson made the Order of the Holy Cross. 
He had the organizing and executive gifts 
without which Father Founder’s vision 
would never have come to full flower. They 
were the perfect complement of each other.” 


Dedicated Defects 


Father Hughson was described by those 
who knew him as a child as restless, impetu- 
ous, quick-tempered—defects which might 
have become vices had he not consecrated 
them to God, Who transformed them into 
fruitful virtues. But he early had a vision of 
God which he strove with all his might the 
rest of his very long life to make real to the 
eyes of men, and in trying lifted unnumbered 
souls from earth to Heaven. 

To gain a proper understanding of Father 
Hughson one must need know something of 
his heritage and early environment. He was 
a Southerner of Southerners—a South Caro- 
linian, born in Camden two years after the 
close of the Civil War. Sherman had passed 
that way, and those who had once lived in 
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bounty were pinched by want for many 
necessities. He was the son of a Confeder- 
ate soldier, Dr. John Scott Hughson, the 
beloved physician of Sumter, and through his 
mother, Eliza Randolph Turner (mistakenly 
given in Stowe’s Clerical Directory, 1947, as 
Sarah Randolph Sumter), a descendant of 
old “King” Carter of Virginia, and a rela- 
tion of the Lees. It is more than probable 
that he, in common with most Southerners of 
like background, was raised on “pride of 
family,” including the tradition of noblesse 
oblige, which not even postbellum poverty 
could obliterate. 


So it should come as no great surprise 
that after ordination his first thought should 
be of the Negro, and that he spent the pri- 
mal five years of his priesthood seeking out 
souls of Negroes in the slums of Phila- 
delphia, raising his converts to the full 
knowledge that they are the sons of God. 


After his profession in the Order of the 
Holy Cross in 1902, at the old monastery 
in Westminster, Maryland, he spent the 
years 1906-14 tramping the mountain trails to 
the coves of Eastern Tennessee, where men 


FatHer Hucuson As a Younc Prigst 
Philadelphia, 1897 


of high passion dwelt in isolation, and y 
his evangel brought them to their knees 
for the Prince of Peace. As Prior of| 
Andrew’s he will remain a part of the tri 
tion of the Tennessee mountains as long 
the descendants of the “covites” lift 
their eyes unto their hills. 


For many years to come, although loc 
at West Park, increasingly for the rest of| 
life he searched the alphabet avenues 
New York’s lower East Side and the p 
ments in the purlieus of Park Avenue in. 
upper, seeking souls of both Lazarus ; 
Dives in either vicinity. 


Year in and year out, month after mor 
he made his round of religious houses ‘ 
their institutions teaching, shriving, co/ 
seling, and strengthening souls of prie 
and nuns, and their charges. Only the Ce 
munity of St. Mary can know to what » 
tent he molded its life and that of its me 
bers during the ten years he was its Chapl 
General, and the thirty-seven years he ¥ 
the Chaplain of its Eastern Province. © 
was not only its anchor in a great ste 
which once beset it, but its sail in { 
weather. While the late Canon Winf 
Douglas taught the Community the bea: 
of holiness Father Hughson revealed 
vistas. They, too, were a rare pair. 


For eleven years, 1932-43, he was ° 
Chaplain of the New York Branch of » 
Church Mission of Help, founded by Bisk 
Manning and Father Huntington ; and ma 
were the forlorn girls who learned th 
courage of him and became other Magi 
lenes. 


With great good cheer he planted the s 
of Christ in the hearts of laughing boys 
St. Andrew’s and Kent Schools; and | 
forty years guided the girls of the seve 
schools of the Community of St. Mary it 
the paths of Christian womanhood. 

He wove sumless souls in hundreds of 
treats into the pattern of the Saints. 7 
Episcopal Church has been blessed with so 
eminent retreat masters, a medium wh 
requires a very special skill, but none s 
passed Father Hughson. 


And the fingers of one hand can tell 1 
American priests who equalled him as a m 
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er. With sure theology and telling phrase 
jot only could but did fill any church in 
city of America or England where he 
iched ; and there must have been few he 
sed in his fifty-three years of Pauline 
‘neys. For perhaps thirty Good Fridays 
preached the Three Hours at the Little 
irch Around the Corner; and waiting 
shippers stood in line on the winding 
is through the garden and up Twenty- 
th Street to Fifth Avenue, hoping for 
lission sometime during the devotion. 
*e a general remarked after hearing 
her Hughson preach, “He would have 
le a great soldier.” His companion re- 
d, “He is a great soldier.” 

‘he magnificent and far-flung Holy Cross 
sion centered at Bolahun in hinter Li- 
ia, surely one of the foremost pieces of 
sionary work done in the name of the 
scopal Church, was his vision and_ his 
ievement. Nothing delighted him more 
n the months he spent there during his 
eral official visits made as Superior of 
Order of the Holy Cross. In his book, 
> Green Wall of Mystery, one senses an 
itiable hunger for the souls of the sim- 
children of Africa. 

fet gentle women in drawing-rooms and 
dfisted men of affairs were won to 
‘ist by him. It was they, along with wage- 
ners and the poor, who gave their prayers 
their money to him with which to build 
priory and large group of school build- 
s at St. Andrew’s, and to dot, in his 
, the coves of Tennessee with rough-hewn 
wbination chapels and social centers; the 
ely Cram chapel and novitiate at West 
‘I<; and the vista-aisled church, monas- 
y, convent, schools, and hospital at Bola- 
1; and the “patrol” of chapels, preaching 


song years has He lived a hidden life in 
‘hearts. When we forgot Him and well- 
h lost Him, still He was hidden within. 
e unceasing teaching of His Spirit has 
n ours, and yet we do not understand the 
rkings of His love. He says to us ten- 
ly, yearningly, wist ye not, ye of all oth- 
_ ye to whom I have given so much: is it 
sible that you do not understand ? 


—S.C. Hughson,0.H.C. 


stations, and schools among five tribes in 
the bush of back Liberia. As a missionary 
he was infectious. An old Negress, born a 
slave, overheard him tell the tale of Bola- 
hun at the table she was serving, and when 
she died a few years later it was found she 
had willed her life’s savings, some five thou- 
sand dollars, to Holy Cross in Africa. A 
dispensary, before which long lines of sick 
wait daily for treatment, is her memorial. 


His Secret Spring 


Most of the material in this article ap- 
peared in The Living Church in a humble 
tribute entitled “Soldier of Christ,’ writ- 
ten the day of Father Hughson’s Burial 
Requiem, against a press dead-line. But 
even as his record was hurriedly put on 
paper one realized he was not penetrating 
to the root of the tree which produced the 
fruit. At that moment it was not possible 
to see with the clarity which even four 
months’ retrospect now provides, but the de- 
liberate change of title from “Soldier of 
Christ” to “Militant Mystic” indicates our 
re-evaluation of his life. Indefatigable sol- 
dier of Christ Father Hughson certainly 
was, yet his Niagara of charity must be 
explained. 

True Christian mystics are not “hearers 
only,” much less mere dreamers, but “doers 
of the Word,” and one may measure the ex- 
tent of their union with God by their fruit. 
As one recalls Father Hughson’s schools of 
prayer and re-reads his later books he re- 
alizes he led his followers over a trail to a 
peak he himself knew well. He spoke and 
wrote of high sierras of spirituality out of 
personal experience. Recalling conversations 
and pulpit utterances over the years it 
seems likely the Father was at ease among 
the higher peaks of religious experience by 
1933. No doubt his steady penitents could 
confirm this surmise. 


When this great priest’s achievements are 
enumerated and reviewed it becomes appar- 
ent that beneath all, above all, through all, 
was a profound mysticism. This may astonish 
some, because he was so intensely active; he 
did so many things one could put his 
finger on. But then the world has hardly 
ever recognized a Christian mystic while 
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he lived, for it has little understanding of 
the Christian meaning of the word. 


A hundred years from now when men 
read his books they will call him a mystic, 
unmindful of the works which have holden 
the greater Father Hughson from the eyes 
of his contemporaries. 


What was the course he followed? Sacri- 
fice. He really did lay all that the natural 
man holds dear at the feet of Christ, with- 
holding nothing ; and because of his example 
he drew others as a magnet to the same 
altar. It is likely he never asked for~ but 
one thing for himself after his profession in 
religion—to die in his monastery instead of 
a hospital. It was to be, and what a Nunc 
Dimittis! A former Navy chaplain laid his 
life at the foot of the Cross in profession the 
day Father Hughson shed his cross for 
Paradise. The Father had been most in- 
terested in the novice’s preparation, and 
longed to go to the chapel for the troth; but 
his Superior bade him to keep to the infirm- 
ary, a few steps down the corridor from the 
sanctuary and within ear-shot of the ser- 
vice. Immediately the new recruit to the 


“Basic English” 
probably loved 


ATHER Hughson g J 
travel more than anything in this world, 


next to saying his prayers. One summer 
he went with friends on a trip through the 
Gaspé. They arrived at Cape Chat to find 
only poor accommodations in an old hotel 
with a large lobby and a grand set of stairs 
running up to the second floor. Father Hugh- 
son never slept well and the Saturday night 
carousal of the young blades of the town 
made slumber impossible. When the noise 
had continued into the morning something 
had to be done. Although he spoke no 
French, Father Hughson was, as ever, mas- 
ter of the situation. Donning the black tunic 
of his habit over his pajamas and taking 
his traveling clock, he descended the grand 
stairs half way, then after attracting the at- 
tention of all the occupants of the lobby 
(no doubt with one of his ear-splitting 
throat-clearings) he held up the clock in one 
hand and with the other pointed to the hour. 
The lobby was cleared immediately. 


upon the altar he hastened to the veter|) 
of the Cross for his blessing. It was to} 
Father Hughson’s final sacerdotal act. 


A few chores done, the Community a} 
again in chapel for None, and while a 
chanted the Office ee 


The glorious evening that shall last ; 
That by a holy death attained, 
Eternal glory may be gained. 


the old soldier quietly slipped away to jq 
his beloved Father Founder; Father All} 
hero of Bolahun; Father Lorey, master m} 
sioner to children, and beloved by the 
sands of them; and Father Mayo the Sted 
fast—the little guard of the Cross he kn} 
at Westminster, where he made his prof} 
sion nearly a half century ago. A new sold! 
had joined the ranks—he could go. Ha 
ing sacrificed all in this life he went | 
receive his reward of eternal life. Sacrifi 
Yes, he’ cleared the way for his love | 
sweeping all else aside. 


Prayer. He lived prayer until he beca 
prayer. His daily offering of the Holy Sac 
fice of the Mass and His Holy Communit 
his daily round of the Offices of the Brevia 
daily an hour’s meditation, which most sur. 
had long since passed over into contemp 
tion, daily searching of the Scriptures : 

“such studies as help to the knowledge 
the same”—it was so he stormed the fo 
ress of Heaven until he broke down the m 
dle wall of partition and laid hold on — 
Paul’s sesame of how to “pray with 
ceasing.” 

Any one who attended one of his num 
ous Schools of Prayer, or has read any 
his many books, essays, and tracts on asce 
theology knows he had found the secret 
the Saints. While it is likely a number 
his books will survive, most surely his 1 
one, With Christ in God (1947) will fine 
place on the shelves with the spiritual cl 
sics. While he wrote much else in the me; 
while, he spent years in its compositi 
weighing each thought and word time < 
time again; it is the distilled experience 
his long life of prayer. He was close on 
heels of Blessed Theresa of Avila and 
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n of the Cross, although he thought St. 
ncis of Sales his ideal. 


le never rose from his knees to translate 
devotion to God into service of souls, 
in spirit he had long since come always 
e before the Great White Throne. And 
is the reason he came to accomplish so 
h work with such full success; and, 
, never to give the fraction of an inch in 
logy, dogmatic or moral, for he knew 
hand whereof he spoke. The rationalist 
the materialist found him a hard op- 
ent, and many a man in the past broke 
lance on the shield of Father Hughson’s 
1. His long and constant study and per- 
ring prayer made him absolutely confi- 
of the reasons for the faith that was in 
_ He knew his ground. He knew God’s 
for him. Never could he have done other 
he did, for he could have said with St. 
|, “the love of Christ constraineth us.” 


his generation is unaware of the part 
ier Hughson played in a crisis in the 
opal Church forty years ago and more, 
as yet the time is not ripe for its telling ; 
sufficient to say that today Episcopalians 
pt as commonplace things for which 
ier Hughson risked his ecclesiastical life 
lat time. Not only did he single-handed 
the day, but when the smoke of battle 
e he had also made good the right to 
a-liturgical sacramental and other de- 
mal practices not much contested now. 
laps no one did more to make the Com- 
ion of Saints a living reality to Episco- 
ns than he did; and he brought Blessed 
y into the consciousness of the Episco- 
“hurch, reseating her in the midst of His 
ples as on the day of Pentecost. For 
ove of Christ he dared to live danger- 
r. He had found the truth in prayer. He 
». His fruits proved he did. Prayer. 


The Ardent Aggressor 


ither Hughson advanced the lines of 
st—in the slums and favored domiciles 
ties, in the mountains of the South, in 
ungles of Africa, in the hearts of indi- 
als and in organized society. We have 
that his inheritance, environment, and 
erament had a lot to do. with his zeal, 
that early in life he showed what a 


Farner Hucuson as A Younc Monk 


power he would have been in other fields 
of endeavor. But he chose to fling the fire 
of his nature and the potency of his gifts 
into the holocaust of the Holy Ghost, from 
Whom he received a new nature and a new 
dedication. His was a great conversion— 
life-long in growth, conviction, and power. 

Shirley Carter Hughson was born a Bap- 
tist, but he could never bring himself to join 
that cult, although one may be sure that 
pressure was not lacking. On graduation 
from the University of South Carolina, at 
the early age of nineteen, he chose journal- 
ism for his career, going to The Charleston 
News and Courier as a reporter. 

In Charleston he was again under the in- 
fluence of the noted South Carolina priest, the 
Rev. Dr. John Kershaw, who had interested 
the gifted young journalist in the Episcopal 
Church back in his home town of Sumter, 
and in due course guided him to the Font. 
Little could his sponsors know that day 
when the Baptismal waters of grace flowed 
over the brow of hotspur young Hughson 
the degree to which he would use the Seven- 
fold Weapon with which he would later be 
endowed in Confirmation and yet again in 
Ordination. Grasping the hand of the son of 
the Confederate soldier to receive him ‘“‘into 
the congregation of Christ’s flock,” the priest 
branded him on the brow with his Master’s 
sign, saying, “We do sign him with the sign 
of the Cross, in token that hereafter he shall] 
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not be ashamed to confess Christ crucified, 
and manfully to fight under his banner, 
against sin, the world, and the devil; and to 
continue Christ’s faithful soldier and servant 
unto his life’s end.’’ Little could that priest 
know the resolute soldier and tireless ser- 
vant that young journalist would become, 
for he was to be a Christian disciple who 
lived his Baptismal Vows to the last letter, 
and used his Ghostly Endowments up to the 
hilt, and right to the very end—every hour 
of every day of his fifty-three years of priest- 
hood. 

As the chanting monks bore the old-sol- 
dier’s spent body through the monastery 
garden to his grave, they made a station at 
the Great Rood in that pleasant Gethsemane, 
where he had gazed upon the thorn-crowned 
Head and lance-pierced Side of his Captain 
more times than another could know. The 


collect said the procession moved on throw 
the concourse of mourners to his wait 
bed against the hedge of Golden-Glow. I 
Shirley Carter Hughson had already lool 
into the Face of his Redeemer, and not 
a stranger. 


May he rest in that peace of God wh 
he fought so hard to bring to the hearts 
men. 


The Angelus rang. 
Valiant is the word for Father Hu: 
son! 


“An Ounce of Prevention” 


“Father Hughson, did you ever have “TI 
man Fever?” The question was asked j 
shortly before he died. “Yes,” he answe: 
shortly, “I did. I went and made my fi 
confession and I have never been bothe: 
with an attack since.” 


FatHerR Hucuson anp Bishop MANNING 
(New York Herald-Tribune Photo) 
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| Father Hughson and the 
Community of St. Mary 


1906 - 1949 


By Sister Mary JHeEopora, C.S.M. 


i 
‘ATHER Hughson’s connection with 
our community coincided with nearly 
the entire period of his monastic ca- 
. He had been professed only four 
-s when he was elected Chaplain of our 
ly-formed and_ short-lived Southern 
vince. Later he held the offices of Chap- 
General (1908-1918) and of Provincial 
plain of the Eastern Province (1911- 
|). At the expiration of the latter term, 
1ad reached the age of 74 and he begged 
to be nominated for re-election since 
felt the interest of the community de- 
ided the service of a younger man. How- 
-, after the election of his successor, the 
Rev. R. E. Campbell, O.H.C., he still 
‘inued some of his ministrations up to 
lin a year of his death. Indeed the last 
eat he ever gave was on the Sunday 
‘t before Advent, 1948, when he con- 


ted a Quiet Day for the sisters of St. 


ry’s Convent, Peekskill, giving medita- 
s on the Four Last Things. Thus for 42 
-s our community has been blessed in a 
inuous and intimate association with 
‘eat priest and a great religious,—ar as- 
ation unique and notable in the annals 
1onasticism. 


if 


he duties of a Provincial Chaplain ac- 
ling to our constitutions are simple: they 
sist in the appointment of confessors and 
dlains of all ‘houses directly under the 
- of the sisters; the arrangements for 
eats; the examination of postulants for 
hing and novices for profession; acting 
counsellor to the Mother and the pro- 
‘ial council. Although our rule of life 
irgely Benedictine, the constitutions are 


modern, and, unlike those of medieval nun- 
neries, assume that sisters are capable of 
managing their own active works; accord- 
ingly it is specifically stated that the chap- 
lain shall have no authority in the details. 
There have been many instances in the his- 
tory of religious communities of men as well 
as of women, where a bishop, abbot, or di- 
rector has dominated an order, even to the 
point of changing completely its purpose 
and character, and it would appear to be 
no easy matter for a chaplain to steer a safe 
course between the temporalities and the 
spiritualities. It is remarkable that Father 
Hughson with an iron will and powerful 
personality should have accomplished this 
delicate feat. 


III. 


His INTERPRETATION OF THE OFFICE 


A great Englishman was once described 
as a “sledge hammer with an aeolian ap- 
pendage.” The same metaphor has some- 
times been applied to Father Hughson, but, 
in our experience, save for a few instances 
in the early days when he was feeling his 
way in his first official relations with a com- 
munity of women, the sledge hammer never 
appeared. This may be explained in several 
ways. He had a legal turn of mind and 
when, at his installation, he responded “TI 
will” to the bishop’s words, “Wilt thou 
maintain the laws and customs of the com- 
munity as set forth in the Book of Rule?”, 
he fully intended to keep his word. He had 
a deep veneration for our Mother Foundress, 
whom he often referred to as “that valiant 
woman,” and he had a real respect for our 
rule of life which he regarded as the ex- 
pansion and flowering of the original rule 
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drawn up by her with the help of Dr. Mor- 
gan Dix and Father Benson, S.S.J.E. Then, 
too, there was always an element of south- 
ern chivalry in his attitude toward women. 


Although he accepted us as we were after 
forty-one years of corporate life, this does 
not mean that he was content with the per- 
formance of the few prescribed duties; that 
could never satisfy the urge of his pastoral 
soul. He had also promised the bishop at his 
installation to do all in his power “to bring 
the sisters to the perfection unto which they 
are called.” This he always considered the 
primary duty of his office and he set out at 
once to build up the interior life in the indi- 
vidual members. 


One of his strongest convictions was that 
a well-integrated personality was essential 
for a fitting oblation of one’s self to God, 
and he ever insisted on the full development 
of the mental faculties. The great blossom- 
ing of mysticism in the 14th century can be 
traced in large measure to the teaching of the 
early Dominicans in the nunneries as well 
as the monasteries of Europe. Following 


Caught on the Fly 


He was vested and ready to go to the 
altar at St. Mary’s Convent, Peekskill, 
when Father Hughson realized that his 
reading glasses were lying on the table by 
his bed at the priests’ house. He opened the 
door to the choir and beckoned to a sister. 


“Yes, Father.” 


“Now there is nothing to get alarmed 
about. I have forgotten my glasses and see if 
you can find a pair for me. There is nothing 
wrong with my eyes except old age.” 

The nun disappeared to return with the 
most tiny pair of pince-nez on the market. 
Besides being a large man, Father Hugh- 
son had a spreading nose with practically no 
bridge to it. However this was the only so- 
lution. He twisted the glasses onto his nose, 
grasped the sacred vessels and started across 
the stone floor to the sanctuary. Midway to 
the altar the glasses sought freedom and 
sprang from his nose. Father Hughson in- 
scribed a parabola in the air with his free 
hand and captured the pince-nez between his 
thumb and forefinger. 


the example of St. Dominic, one of 
patron saints of Holy Cross, he began 
once to prepare courses of instruction 
theology and the principles of the religi 
life for the little group of sisters in 
south. He was a born teacher and tl 
can be no doubt that these and sim 
instructions given later at Peekskill to. 
novices and the sisters made a lasting 
pression. He believed that “reading mal 
a full man,” not only intellectually but s 
itually as well. He was always recommé 
ing books.new and old, with definite cou 
of study, believing that intellectual gro 
was an important handmaid to  spiri 
growth. 


He appointed wise and good confess 
but he made himself available also, for 
felt that he should know the sisters in t 
individual needs. Many would consider 
at his best as confessor and director. He 
always patient and gentle; he never « 
doned wrong doing, but, as has often f 
said, he made his penitents see thing: 
proper proportion and determine for th 
selves what was the true ideal courss 
pursue. Sisters are neither angels nor sai 
and, as in any group of human beings, 1 
understandings and even injustice may 
cur. He was remarkably skilful in dea 
with such instances, showing symp 
without betraying any partisanship, « 
when he knew injustice existed. He n 
wasted time in trying to persuade any 
that things might not be as bad as » 
appeared: he accepted a situation as it 
presented, and diverted attention to 
heroic way of leaping over a hurdle in 
race. 


_The office of Chaplain General does 
involve the same personal contacts, sin 
is designed more as a source of final apj 
At the time of Father Hughson’s elec 
to this office, the community was pas 
through a great sorrow and trial. His 
decessor, together with several minor c 
lains and the Mother General who was 
Mother of the Eastern Province, despai 
of conditions in the Episcopal Church, 
deserted us for another fold. Melanc 
predictions were spread abroad as to the 
ture both of the American Church and 
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munity. At this crisis, Father Hughson’s 
avering faith in the inherent catholicity 
he Anglican Communion, his cheerful 
eee and his knowledge of the legal tech- 
lities in the process of re-organization 
e invaluable and helped us to stand like 
ur-square tower against all assaults, and 
community entered upon a decade of 
greatest growth in numbers and expan- 
1 of influence. 


Jot only at this crisis, but in succeeding 
rs he proved an invaluable counsellor 
n by his gift of wisdom and by his own 
easing knowledge of conditions in the 
irch and in the religious life at home and 
oad. 


IV. 


RELATIONS WitTH ASSOCIATES 
AND CHILDREN 


Jp to the time that Father Hughson be- 
1e Chaplain General, he had been a com- 
ative stranger in the New York area. 
m, however, the associates came in touch 
h him through the retreats he conducted, 
| they immediately laid claim to him as 
t of their share in the good things of the 
immunity. Many sought his counsel, and 
-long friendships were established. At 
of their annual meetings they collected 
ds for the first of his many trips to 
zland and the continent. 


\ny account of his relations with the com- 
nity would be incomplete if no mention 
eared of his contacts with the young wo- 
1 and children in our institutions. C. S. 
vis has said somewhere: ‘Everywhere 
great enters the little, and the power to 
so is almost the test of its greatness.” 
her Hughson was an example of this 
| many of his finest traits appeared in 
intercourse with the schoolgirls. He 
ed them and enjoyed meeting them so- 
ly on informal occasions and_ telling 
m stories. He was always dignified, 
er descending from the proper bearing 
the priest and monk, but -they felt per- 
ly at ease with him. They flocked to him 
their confessions, and in some cases 
was their confessor as long as he lived. 
ey were very naive and never seemed 
have any inhibitions in their intercourse 
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with him: for they always felt his sympathy 
and interest. He never set an impossible 
goal, yet he inspired the desire to make the 
reach exceed the grasp. All his dealing with 
souls sprang from his great fatherly love. It 
is doubtless a glorious thing to do one’s 
duty, but the recipient never feels quite 
happy over something given from a mere 
sense of duty; a bit of love turns all to gold. 


As the years flew by and the children 
grew to womanhood, they would turn to 
him when trouble came; some sought his 
counsel as to vocation, others brought their 
children for his blessing. 


We 
PERMANENT CONTRIBUTIONS 


As we look down the long vista of 85 
years since the foundation of our community, 
we can trace the influence of first one and 
then another chapter and it is natural to 
ask what will posterity discern as the special 
contribution of Father Hughson. Even at 
this short perspective a few points stand out 
clearly. 
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He brought the community to the full 
realization and acceptance of our Catholic 
heritage. Protestant prejudices lingered on 
into this century, both in the Anglican 
Church and in our religious communities, 
but it is a matter for thanksgiving and 
encouragement that so much of Catholic life 
and worship has been restored during the 
past fifty years. Father Hughson intro- 
duced daily communions; Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament; Exposition and Holy 
Hour; this did much to develop the prayer 
of simple regard and contemplation. At his 
suggestion the community adopted the Bene- 
dictine Diurnal and Night Office which had 
served as the Opus Dei for thousands of re- 
ligious during 14 centuries. Through his co- 
operation with Canon C. W. Douglas, the 
setting of the English words to the tradi- 
tional plainsong melodies and the singing of 
the Day Hours were accomplished. A word 
must be said of the collaboration of these 
two great men. They were born on the 
same day; one, in the upland of South 
Carolina; the other, on the shore of Lake 
Erie; forty years later they met at Peeks- 
kill as chaplain and choir master of the 
community, respectively. They became great 
friends and worked together in Catholic 


IRST God gives His love, and then by 
- exercising that love towards Him we 

gain still richer gifts, which in their 
turn produce in us ever greater powers of 
loving ; and so on indefinitely does the inter- 
flow of love pass between the Heart of God 
and the heart of man. He gives His love to 
us with no other purpose than that it be re- 
turned to Him so that He may give it again 
in ever more abounding streams. He gives us 
His love just in order that we may have the 
power of loving Him. We cannot return 
goodness for goodness or mercy for mercy, 
but we can give back love for love. God 
knows that those who love Him are blessed, 
beyond all measure, by this very love which 
they receive from Him. It is a divine flood, 
issuing from the Heart of God, catching up 
the soul, and the soul’s love in its irresistible 
tide, and bearing it up into the very cycle of 
love which constitutes the life of the Ever- 
Blessed and Adorable Trinity Itself. 


Clubs and Congresses, the Evergreen, Cc 
rado, Summer Conferences as well as 
our community,—each making invalua 
contribution of his own spiritual gifts. 


Since each member by her sanctificat 
contributes to that of the whole throt 
time and eternity, Father Hughson’s wi 
with individual souls must be conside 
a permanent contribution. Many have cc 
mented with surprise on his ability to h 
such a widely different range of ind 
duals,—school children, girls at the Chu 
Mission of Help, men and women of 
world, as well as those vowed to religi 
The secret lay in his great love of so 
and also in the practical application 
made of one of his favorite parables, t 
of The Talents, to his own ministry. M 
of us accept in theory the fact that each 
has only what is given him, and is 
sponsible for its increase, but in prac 
many intellectual and even spiritual 
sons, perhaps unconsciously, develop a 
of snobbery which leads to the contemp 
others less favored, and creates fears © 
inhibitions. There was none of this in Fat 
Hughson. He could rebuke with seve 
but he never snubbed nor ridiculed ; his | 
sonality was inspiring. Herein lies the 
ference between the isolated genius and 
great leader of men. He was keen to 
praise the mental or spiritual gifts of ec 
it was just as much a matter of interes 
help make the two talents four, as to 
crease the larger capital. Again and as 
he would refer to this parable in retre 
but the greatest lesson was his own p 
tical application of it, a reflection of 
condescending love of the great Good SI 
herd. The results can be known only at 
last day, when those who seemed to | 
little claim to sanctity, who struggled 
with quick tempers and bad dispositi 
offer their increase and hear the “Well « 
good and faithful servant,” and receive 
same reward as those most favored at the 
ginning. 

To those who believe that in spite of mn 
valuable ‘“‘modern methods,” the Church 
needs the traditional religious life, Fa 
Hughson’s most important contributiot 
the community would seem to be his cons 
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forceful presentation of the highest mon- 
c ideals. He believed that since the dawn 
Christendom there had never been a 
ater call for every form of community 
; but, like St. Thomas Aquinas, he 
sidered the so-called Mixed Life the 
hest, and he felt that it was needed to- 

for the sanctification of souls, as a 
ness to the supernatural, and as a power- 
ise of prayer and spiritual energy. He 
lored the fact that since the restoration 
the religious life in the Anglican Com- 
nion most orders professing to lead the 
xed Life had been drawn into a dispro- 
tionate amount of activity. Like the 
olar, as the derivation of his name indi- 
2s, the religious requires a certain amount 
leisure to be used for private prayer, 
ding, study and contemplation. if his 
ive work is to become the spontaneous 


radiation of spiritual power rather than 
the expression of mere philanthropy or hu- 
man energy. He insisted on detachment and 
enclosure, not as Stoic ideals, but as the 
positive road to peace and joy. We were to 
be detached and enclosed in order to be- 
come attached to something higher and bet- 
ter than the satisfaction of mere human 
curiosity or desire. With the fervour of a 
St. Augustine, a St. Bernard, or a St Fran- 
cis de Sales, he set before us prayer and 
love, the two great wings of all spiritual 
flights, and finally the joy in the restoration 
of the divine likeness through transforming 
union, the transformation into an alter Chris- 
tus. No religious community has had any 
higher teaching than we have received, and 
great is our debt to Father Hughson; great 
also is our responsibility in proving faith- 
ful to the ideals set before us. 


Saint BontrAcE PREACHING 
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“Turn Again My Daughters’ 


Father Hughson and Youth Consultation 
Service of the Diocese of New York. 
By Georce W. VAN SLYCK 


OUTH Consultation Service of the 

Diocese of New York, Inc., which 

was formerly known as Church Mis- 
sion of Help was founded by Father Hunt- 
ington, O.H.C., in 1911 as a work with 
young women in New York City. It was 
natural therefore that Father Hughson who 
is said to have grown more like Father 
Huntington after the Father Founder’s 
death, should be his successor in interest in 
the Agency. In 1933 Father Hughson be- 
came Chaplain of the Agency and continued 
in that capacity for 11 years and was also 
a member of the Board of Trustees from 
1936 until the day of his death. 


During the period of his Chaplaincy, 
Father Hughson brought to the Agency a 
spiritual vigor and wisdom that left an im- 
print not only upon those who worked with 
him, but especially upon the girls whom he 
saw. His conception of a case work agency 
under the guidance of the Church was ad- 
mirably put in an article which he wrote for 
the Spirit of Missions. There he said that 
the peculiar province of case work agencies 
under the guidance of the Church was “to 
fan the divine spark, God in every human 
heart, into a living flame which will search 
through the whole being and nature of those 
we seek to help, making it into the best and 
highest that God meant man to be. If our 
work is to endure, we can never lose sight 
of this aim; and if this quality were elimi- 
nated, I think we would find it difficult to 
justify our separate existence amongst so- 
cial agencies. .. . It was not that the Church 
felt herself in any way superior to civic 
agencies in the particular field in which 
civic agencies are wont to engage. On the 
contrary, non-religious agencies ought to be 
able, along certain lines to do better work, 
for the reason that both in the organization 
of the personnel and in the securing of 
financial support, they have the whole world 


to draw from, while Church societies 
confined to a much more narrowed hunt 
ground.” 

To him the Christian Religion was 
great integrating force needed to effect 
readjustment in the broken lines of 
Said he: “Mere philanthropy or altru 
activity, however kindly and self-sacrific 
will not produce this unity. There is 
quired the introduction into the human | 
of something infinitely deeper and ri 
and this something we call God... . 
stand for Christianity not only as the | 
damentally essential factor in social wi 
but as the factor which alone can give 
and force to all other factors. We she 
find it impossible to do our work witl 
it, and without it, as I have suggested, 
should find ourselves rather put to if 
justify our existence.” 

Some years later in writing to a for 
member of the Staff he said, “There : 
necessary nexus between religion and sc 
work, or, rather I should say, an iden 
which exists between the two where eithe 
in any real sense authentic. Religion is 
the handmaid of social work nor is it 
other way around. Without social out! 
there is no Christianity and without Chr 
anity, social work is only putting a pla 
on the sore without attempting to ge 
what lies beneath.” 


Throughout the years that Father Ht 
son was connected with the Agency 
fought for the development of an appre 
through which the case worker could be 
instrument in offering to the troubled i 
vidual this “over and above” in case w 
treatment. He held out for the soundest 
highest standards in professional equipn 
for the case worker who came on the Si 
high personal qualifications, case work | 
and experience and psychiatric underste 
ing ; but he asked that she also be a Chu 
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yan with acceptance of the Church’s 
hing and conviction of the part the Chris- 
n Religion might play in the life of every 
lividual who came to the door of the 
rency. 


During the period of his Chaplaincy, Staff 
etings and individual conferences with him 
ovided opportunities for the discussion of 
> general and the specific problems met 
th in the work with individuals. Staff re- 
ats with Father Hughson as conductor 
re offered as a means of enriching the spir- 
al life of the Staff and as he constantly 
zed developing greater spiritual security 
their own lives so that without the self- 
asciousness they all experienced in some 
ree, they could offer greater understand- 
x to the girls in their spiritual needs. He 
ed to warn the case worker not to talk 
put sin without speaking of the love of 
1 for sinners. In 1937, after his visit to 
land where he had given a series of re- 
ats, Father Hughson returned full of 
thusiasm over what he had found there. 
reat numbers of men and women really 
rning how to pray. I fear we have hardly 
iched the skirt of it.... 1 want this Winter, 
I am still Chaplain to have our retreat a 
1 weekend, not just that breathless half 
y we have been having.” 

Father Hughson was so anxious that the 
e workers should be not merely con- 
iced intellectually of the need of the spirit- 
work, but that they experience this need 
mselves that he was ever watchful of the 
portunities to urge the fuller faith and 
ictice particularly through the Sacraments 
order that the workers might carry con- 
tion to their clients. In his own words, 
he only way they can get this sense of re- 
ious security is to practice it. Without 
definite and continued practice of prayer 
1 the Sacraments they cannot get that 
urance any more than a person can get 
sense of security about playing a piano 
hout actual practice. One might as well 
d books about music or: attend lectures 
its history and theory and expect thereby 
become a skilled musician. . . . They are 
nest but are trying to be good performers 
hout ever touching a piano.” 


The place where he and the Staff came 
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closest together was at Communion Break- 
fasts—there his humor and ability to be at 
home with any group manifested them- 
selves. It was the place where most of the 
Staff first came to know him as a person, 
rather than as a priest, and it helped greatly 
to break down any fear of him as the latter. 
He was not really then the father of the 
group. As he came and went through the 
office he was truly a member, not just an 
officer ; one of the signs of his greatness was 
his ability to let go when the time came. 
It was remarkable for a person with his 
emotional investment in the Agency to be 
able to recognize the point at which “youth 
calls to youth” as he put it, and to resign in 
favor of a younger Chaplain. He was also 
remarkable in never interferring in the suc- 
ceeding Chaplain’s work and confining him- 
self to the role he still carried of board 
member. 

Many girls were referred to him as Chap- 
lain and through him came to find spiritual 
security. He knew the power of prayer and 
the strength to be had in the grace of the 
Sacraments. This, as he so often put it, was 
an objective reality. It was not just some 
vague idea which served as a help or en- 
couragement if one believed hard enough. It 
was the sureness of God, the fact that he 
knew God, that gave him his hold on those 
who sought help of him. He could not com- 
promise or water down the faith; but, know- 
ing the love of God, he could take the girl 
where she was and bring her at her own 
pace to an ever deepening knowledge of 
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God. Hence, in his words, she was helped to 
find “courage and peace . .. and to a 
glad conviction that life is indeed worth liv- 
ing.” 

Father Hughson recognized that many 
girls who came to the Agency were not 
ready to be plunged into a discussion of 
religion immediately; some not at all. But 
his knowledge and understanding of people 
led him to believe “that man is incorrigibly 
religious.” It was his experience that there 
was within most of the girls who sought 
help a “slumbering conviction that a Lov- 
ing Father had been wounded and that in 
Him alone, and in His Love lay the possi- 
bility of ultimate help.” They came to him 
with many and strange notions of God. Of 
this he said, “If Youth Consultation Service 
never did anything more than correct these 
perverted notions of a Loving Father in 
Heaven, it would be doing a good work.” 

Father Hughson’s impact on the many 


HAT is meant by heaven? Is it a 
W local habitation? Is it a state of be- 

ing? It is certainly the latter. 
Heaven consists in a perfect and permanent 
union with God in love. Love is in its essen- 
tial character a unitive virtue. If it exists at 
all it binds together the souls that love 
each other. All human experience proves 
this. Souls are ‘knit into oneness in the de- 
gree in which mutual love exists. In such a 
union with God lies the aim and purpose of 
our creation. This union begins on earth 
and finds its consummation in that state of 
perfected love which we call heaven. We 
say Our Father which art in heaven, ex- 
pressing our faith in the truth that God 1s 
love and therefore dwells in a heaven of 
love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 
in God and God in him. When we say that 
we dwell in God and God in us we are de- 
claring that we are, in this present time, par- 
ticipants of the life of heaven, which is the 
life of God. Whoso eateth My flesh and 
drinketh my blood hath—not will have in 
some future period—eternal life. To the fol- 
lower of Christ heaven is not only a prom- 
ise of the future, but an assured gift in this 
present time, and for all ages to come. 


—S. C. Hughson, O.H.C. 


girls who were referred to him as Chapl 
perhaps can best be seen from the words 
some of these girls in letters written si 
his death. 


Dec. 16, 1949. 
Dear 


I received an envelope from Hol 
Cross and thought I'll hear Fr. Hugh 
son is improved and’then the shoc 
of Fr. Campbell telling me he’d en 
tered life eternal. 


The shock was so great I couldn 
stop crying for its been 12 years bac 
that we first had our talks at St. Mary’ 
—his long letters from England. I gues 
I can’t accept the fact that one so aliv 
and fine could actually ever die. 

My girl friend said “Pull yourse 
together for Fr. Hughson is now get 
ting the long rest he needed—try to ge 
the inner peace; that is what Fr. Hugt 
son wanted you to do when you la: 
saw him.’ Who am I after all to que: 
tion God’s will but the world has ce: 
tainly lost a fine soul in losing F 
Hughson. But then he'll never quit 
be dead to me, his fine spirit will liv 
forever. 


God Bless you and may your Xmé 
be a pleasant one. 
Joa 


Dear 


Words cannot express what Fath« 
meant to me. His genial dispositic 
and understanding did much to resto: 
my faith in myself, my church and fe 
low beings. With his going I lost or 
of the greatest friends and counselo: 
it has been my honor and privilege 1 
know. 

The last time I visited with Fath 
he held Richard on his lap and Lec 
was at his knee. A picture I shall nev 
forget. My biggest regret is that tl 
children did not get to know him ar 
love him as I did. 


i de) oe eae 
All my love. 

Sall 
Probably no better picture of Fr. Ht 
son in his capacity of Chaplain of Y« 
Consultation Service can be drawn than 
portrayed in the following words of yet 
other girl who came under his influence. 
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FarHer Huntincton 
One of the Founders of the Church Mission of Help 


If one were to seek out a term to de- 
‘ibe the very special role of Fr. Hugh- 
1 the title ‘Doctor of Spiritual Medi- 
ie’ would be most appropriate. His 
st impersonal loving kindness built 
t of his deep conviction of the truth 
the Christian principles by which 
lived and breathed, brought into 
ny demoralized lives a new sense of 


security and of peace, a sense of for- 
giveness for past mistakes, and a new 
determination to live a new life to the 
honor and glory of God. That the 
performance did not always equal the 
resolve served only to strengthen and 
deepen his influence. Repeated forgive- 
ness, counsel and a holy patience given 
where the expectation was of sharp 
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reprimand and rough rejection wrought 
near-miracles in the lives of some of 
the young women who passed through 
the agency. 


His influence has stood the test of 
years, Today there are young respect- 
able matrons, whose first born lacked 
the sanction of wedlock raising families 
in Christian homes that are monuments 
of his skill, his patience and his under- 
standing. 


There are other women now grown 
to full maturity who bless his memory 
in prayer as they go about their hfe 
work remembering the bewilderment, at 
an earlier period of their lives. For 
Fr. Hughson made many of us who had 
the privilege of knowing him feel that 
although the saints were the champion 
‘Athletes of God’ no one of us was too 
humble to aspire to at least a minor 
title of His League. 

The most outstanding memories I 
have of Fr. Hughson with whom I had 
but little contact are two. One is the 
memory of him at a Thursday evening 
dinner during which he entertained the 
guests with anecdotes, quips and a very 
extraordinary rendition of ‘My Bonnie 


Lies Over. the Ocean’ for this partict 
-lar arrangement included several vers 
of his own composition. The who 
table joined in the numerous chorus¢ 
with gaiety and genuine delight. B 
had a special gift for transferring 
mere aggregation of individuals into 
living social unit. | 

The second memory is very specié 
It was at Christmas tide and there ws 
a beautiful creche in the chapel. Whe 
we gathered together in the chapel y 
all knelt before the creche for pray 
and adoration. Then we began to sit 
‘Adeste Fidelis.’ Fr. Hughson stoc 
beside the creche and talked of tl 
meaning of the Incarnation. His wort 
were simple but profoundly movin 
One needed but to look at the fac 
turned toward him to realize the i 
fluence he exerted in the lives of the 
girls. Some of his serenity, some of tl 
deep conviction, some of his sense 
personal union with the Divine Savi 
filtered through into the spirits of tho 
assembled and in some of us if not to < 
of us came new insights into the mea 
ing of communion the breaking at 
sharing of spiritual bread. 


The Spiritual Director 


By FRANK DAMROSCH, JR. 


PIRITUAL Guidance is the title of 
S Father Hughson’s last book. In it he 
set forth his conception of what a spir- 
itual director should be and how he should 
go about his task. Inasmuch as Father 
Hughson practiced what he preached, there 
can be no better way for us to get at the 
heart of his method of direction than to read 
what he said about it. Wherever quotation 
marks occur in this article they enclose pas- 
sages from the above-named book. 
“Spiritual direction . . . involves the sys- 
tematic guidance of souls in such a course 
of interior activities, as will remove ob- 
stacles to the activities of God within us, 
and issue in the spiritualization and divini- 
zation of the whole life.” 
“The aim of spiritual direction is so to 
educate the soul that realizing spiritual val- 
ues, and ready always to respond to them, 


it will be conscious of the continual 
progressive call of the Holy Spirit, and k 
how to follow the call in such a manner 
its perfection will be ever on the incr 
and God be the more glorified and hono 
oat 

“The office of confessor and directe 
not necessarily the same. The special { 
tion of the confessor is to hear the ack 
ledgment of our sins and to absolve us | 
the guilt of them. He may at the same 
give us some advice which would invol 
certain degree of direction but this doe: 
belong to the office of confessor essent 
whose work is rather of a negative chara 
while that of the director is more posit 


Father Hughson was, of course, be 
confessor and a director. It is to be dot 
whether in his hearing of confession 
ever separated the two offices as one n 
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sr from the above quotation; one feels 
e that every one of his penitents received 
merely “negative” counsel, but some 
rds of very positive encouragement and 
p. There was, nevertheless, a difference 
ween his counsel to those who simply 
nt to him to Confession and those who 
initely put themselves under his spiritual 
ection. It was the latter group who could 
sympathetically guided in a course of in- 
ior activities, who could be educated in 
lizing spiritual values. And in this pro- 
s of guidance and education Father 
ighson went far beyond mere sermon- 
es in the confessional. It was a part of 
spiritual curriculum that those under 
direction should read, mark, learn, and 
vardly digest the writings of the great 
ristian mystics; those of the past, such as 
ther Augustine Baker, or those of the 
asent, such.as the Abbé Saudreau. Like 
sry good teacher, however, he did not 
n inexperienced souls loose in the reading 
these books; but in conversation and by 
ters expounded, explained, and clarified. 


“It is certain that no man can give to 
other that which he himself does not 
ssess. No one can direct souls into the 
y of holiness who does not himself pos- 
s some real participation in the holiness 
God.” Following this statement, Father 
ighson goes on to point out that a spir- 
al director must have, in addition to holi- 
ss, learning. He must know Holy Scrip- 
-e and he must know theology ; dogmatic, 
yral, and ascetical. He adds, “It is not 
ym books alone, however, that the priest 
ll best learn how to discern the state of 
als, valuable as books may be in showing 
n how through the ages the Holy Spirit 
s taught those who were called to this 
me ministry. He is to acquire his skill 
his knees. His own life of prayer and 
sditation, of Communion and walking 
th God, will give him the spiritual pre- 
ence which will enable him to judge souls 
rhtly.”” 
It is very easy to judge a man’s schol- 
ship. He either knows his Bible and his 
eology or he does not. Father Hughson 
ew his Bible and he knew his theology in 
three branches. In view of the neglect 


Last PHorocraPH or FatHer HucHson 


of moral and ascetical theology in so many 
seminaries it is interesting to see what Father 
Hughson has to say on that score. “One 
sometimes hears it said that moral and 
ascetical theology are only ‘sanctified com- 
mon sense.’ This is a shallow remark. Com- 
mon sense is indeed necessary, but nothing 
will be effected if the knowledge which 
comes by the divine revelation, and from 
the experience of the saints through the 
ages, is not acquired and made a basis of the 
leadership given to souls.” 

And Father Hughson also “acquired his 
skill on his knees.’ When he spoke to people 
about a rule of life, about frequent Com- 
munions, about the work of prayer, he was 
not telling others to do something which he 
did not himself practice. In the spiritual army 
of the Church he was not an officer prodding 
his soldiers from behind, but one who was 
always ahead, leading, not driving. What he 
wrote, as quoted above, about the inability 
of a director to impart to others a holiness 
which he does not in some measure himself 
possess, is profoundly true. That Father 
Hughson did give to so many souls a “real 
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participation in the holiness of God” is in it- 
self, therefore, a proof of his own holiness. I 
have said that it is easy to judge a man’s 
scholarship. It is, of course, not only difficult, 
but impossible, to estimate accurately a man’s 
holiness. The inner spiritual processes of the 
soul are a holy secret. But when you see 
a priest at the altar celebrating the holy mys- 
teries, and when you see that same priest on 
his knees in a monastery chapel or a par- 
ish church; and when that same priest 
comes forth from his Communions and 
prayers to give to souls a new knowledge 
of the love of God, you know that the priest 
is very close to God. 


It would be hard to estimate the number 
of souls whom Father Hughson directed in 
the spiritual life. That this number was 
large is evident from the response to a re- 
quest recently published in the Church press 
by the author of this article for letters of 
spiritual counsel written by Father Hugh- 
son, A spiritual director does not function 
in a vacuum, any more than does a phy- 
sician. A director must have penitents as a 
physician must have patients. How did 
Father Hughson attract so many souls to 
come under his guidance? It was, of course, 
largely through the preaching of missions, 
the conducting of retreats, conferences, and 
quiet days across the length and breadth of 
the land. That alone, however, does not fur- 
nish the complete answer; other priests 
have had the same opportunities without 
achieving the same result. What he preached 
in missions or said in retreat addresses 
doubtless had a lot to do with it. But there 
is more to it even than that. “Initial con- 
tact,’ he writes, “often has to. be made on 
the basis of some superficial interest held in 


Associates 
The annual day of retreat for the two 
confraternities of the Love of God and 
the Christian Life, will be held this year 
at St. Martin’s Church, 50 Orchard 
Avenue, Providence, R. I., on Satur- 
day, May 20th. Full details may be 
obtained from the Director C.C.L., at 
Holy Cross Monastery, West Park, 

N. Y. Anyone is welcome. 


ae 


common. For. this reason he who is al 
to ‘assist souls on their way to God 7 
make his field of interest broad and varie 
He must make his own the principle of t! 
pagan philosopher,—'I count nothing as alii 
to me which is human,’ and he will, like @ 
apostle, be ‘made all things to all men that 
might by all means save some.’ ” 7 


Well, if any human being ever made “E 
field of interest broad and varied” it w 
Father Hughson. He would come into 
roomful of. complete strangers and with 
a few minutes he would feel them out co 
versationally, ascertain their interests, at 
have them all hanging on his every wor 
Books? He read them from the classics / 
detective stories. Poetry? He could quo 
it by the yard. Travel? He could ta 
entertainingly on his trips to Europe, tt 
Holy Land, Africa. Mountain climbing 
Until remarkably late in life he scaled son 
of the toughest peaks in the Rockies. Pol 
tics and world affairs? He not only kept t 
with them but had very positive opinion 
sometimes amusing in their violence. / 
breakfast the headlines of the day we 
usually sufficient to set him off on a tirat 
against the way the world was being rut 
and his South Carolinian up-bringing occ 
sionally colored his political thinking. One 
for example, when twitted about certa! 
political prejudices, he denied having ar 
prejudices at all. “But of course,” he a 
ded, “I never under any circumstance 
would vote for a Republican.” This un 
versatility of interests, this sparkling sen: 
of humor, drew people to him as a magn 
draws iron. Perhaps the real secret of h 
attraction was the rare combination of b 
ing both holy and human. 


Now having attracted souls, havir 
brought them under his direction, wh 
did he give to them? Let us see what | 
has set down on this point. “There are m 
a few who think that the aim and purpo: 
of the Christian life is carried out if the 
avoid sin. These are they who forget, 
they .ever knew, that the fulfillment of the 
vocation lies not in the avoidance of sin, ¢ 
necessary as that is, but in the attainmet 
of the perfection of holiness through love 


Holiness through love. In his preachin; 
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his writing, in his direction of souls, 
is what Father Hughson taught. He 
it in an almost infinite number of 
s but that is what he always said. He 
wed us that the way to learn to love is 
loving. And since it is through prayer 
the soul exercises its faculty of loving 
|, most of his counsel consisted in show- 
people how to pray better. It was his 
1 conviction that the higher forms of 
yer are possible for souls living in the 
Id as well as for religious in monas- 
es and convents. He led into mental 
yer and contemplation people who 
10ut his help would have felt such de- 
onal advance utterly beyond their 
sha! : 
The director must love his spiritual 
dren in and for God with a super- 
iral love which is at once gentle and 
1. He is to be towards them the soul of 
Iness, and his patience in dealing with 
n must be without limit. It is not an 
rcise of either love or patience, however, 


allow the soul to lay out a spiritual. 


rse for himself. ... There must be frank- 
s and firmness in pointing out faults 
defects, and in insisting on corrective 


courses being pursued diligently. The easy- 


going director is worse than no director at 
all.” 


This is the picture of what Father Hugh- 
son thought that a spiritual director should 
be. It is also the picture of what Father 
Hughson actually was. He was not easy- 
going, but firm. He was loving, gentle and 
very, very patient. He never allowed himself 
to be discouraged over the slow progress of a 
soul and by the same token he would never 
tolerate discouragement in those whom he 
directed. He would say again and again that 
failure is impossible except by a deliberate 
rejection of God’s love. 


When he died, many of us said, ‘What 
shall we do now?” That was foolish. For, 
after all, Father Hughson has given us all 
that we need. We can read his books again 
and again and those of us who knew him 
can hear his voice as we read his words. 
In the book of Proverbs it is said that the 
children of a virtuous woman arise up and 
call her blessed. Across the length and 
breadth of the United States and in lands 
over the seas are the spiritual children of 
Father Hughson. One and all arise up with 
thankful hearts and call him blessed. 


Hoty Cross Monastery — THE LIBRARY 
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Father Hughson in England 


. D. HEPPENSTALL 


URING his several visits to England 
D Father Hughson was in demand for 

retreats and addresses to Anglo- 
Catholic Congresses, and used the opportu- 
nities he had for arranging publications of 
some of his works by English publishers. 
His enthusiasm in the Faith, his -zeal for 
the religious life, his ability as a teacher, 
and above all his outstanding quality as a 
fervent Christian, were a stimulus and 
encouragement wherever he went amongst 
us, and many of us revered and loved him. 


A senior sister of the Community of the 
Holy Name at Malvern Link (Worcester- 
shire, England) recounts his dealing with 
the Community : 


Father Hughson first came to our con- 
vent in the autumn of 1929 to ask the Com- 
munity to go to work with The Order of 
the Holy Cross in the hinterland of Li- 
beria. He was full of enthusiasm and painted 
the need of sisters to work among the wo- 
men and girls, in such vivid colours that he 
stirred the same enthusiasm in us. As he 
said, it was impossible for men to work 
among the women and girls of the primitive 
peoples of the hinterland, and with the 
growing number of men converted to Chris- 
tianity the need for Christian wives was 
urgent. The Community decided at the Gen- 
eral Annual Chapter in August 1930 to 
respond to Father Hughson’s appeal and to 
close one of the Mission Houses in England 
to do so. 


The Father came again to see us on his way 
back from visiting the Mission in August 
1933 or 1934. He spoke to the Community 
in the Convent garden on Holy Name Day 
and gave us a vivid description of the pro- 
gress of the work. 

He came for the last time in 1937. He 
was staying at our Chaplain’s house for some 
days and during that time received the news 
of Father Huntington’s death. He felt this 
keenly and that he was not able to be with 
the Father at his passing, but was so calm 


and detached, showing the truth of his - 
ligious spirit. He always gave the impress! 
of being a great religious with a deep kno 
ledge of the religious life. 

It was during this visit to England that 
saw the Mother at the Community's hot 
in London, She had just read Life in Chr 
by Tyciak and spoke of the book to him. | 
did not know it, so it was her privilege 
introduce it to him. Some months after’ 
wrote to thank her for this, saying that 
had found it an immense help and had re¢ 
the book several times. More than once 
repeated his thanks. When his book V7 
Christ in God was published he wr 
again to say that it was due to her int 
ducing him to Tyciak’s book that his be 
was written, for the former had inspired 
also that he had told S.P.C.K. to send f 
a copy of his book as a token of thanks. T] 
gratitude just showed his beautiful humili 

We can never thank God enough for brit 
ing our Community into contact with h 
and through him The Order of the H¢ 
Cross, whose wonderful work in the hint 
land it is the privilege of our Community 
share. 

A leading English master of the spiritt 
life, formerly working with our English 4 
sociation for the Promotion of Retreé 
writes : 


Some Memories of Father asm 


By GILBERT SHAW 

FIRST met Father Shirley Hughs 
| when he came to England to arrange f 

sisters to help in the Liberian Missi 
of his Community, when I was a Secreta 
of the Association for Promoting Retrea 
He was instrumental in securing an invit 
tion for me to visit the United States 
lecture on retreat conducting and devotion 
practice. I shall never forget his kindness 
me in meeting me himself in New York 
a typical courtesy—and taking me out 
stay at the Community House. There, aga 
I think quite typically, he took me out f 
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walks in the snow—no doubt for the 
| of my body, but certainly to much 
cation, through his spiritual conversa- 


‘e kept up an occasional meeting when- 
he was over in England; and a certain 
sure of correspondence, in which I think 
outstanding thing was his emphasis on 
necessity of a carefully-balanced devo- 
in which an insistence on the Trinity 
ie Unity of the Godhead should be most 
fully preserved. He felt that devotion 
d of its fullest development and range 
became concentrated overmuch either 
ne of the Persons or on some particular 
ct of revelation. 


o ine he has always been a friend and 


counsellor in the spiritual way, directing 
attention to the one thing necessary—a real 
and simple dependence upon GOD. One 
felt that the strength he brought to people, 
either in personal contact or through his 
preaching and teaching, was that he himself 
had found the Pearl of great price, and noth- 
ing else really mattered. Therefore he made 
it easier for them to find God for themselves. 


An added pleasure derived from his 
friendship was the contact made through it 
both with the Community and with the 
Episcopal Church in the United States, and 
the keeping up of that contact through the 
years, which enabled one to understand very 
much better the problems and life of that 
part of the Church. 


Holy Cross Press 


By Tue Ricut REVEREND RoBert E. CAMPBELL, O.H.C. 


ATHER Hughson from his earliest 
days was a man with many projects. 
Unlike so many professional promo- 
however, he always stayed by his pro- 
; after they had been successfully 
ched. In the case of the Holy Cross 
s this is particularly true. 


uite a number of years ago some of us 
[oly Cross were twitting him in a good 
red way over the number and variety 
ublished works which even then stood 
is credit. He laughed and said, “When 
an once gets printer’s ink on his fingers 
ever gets it off.” If ever that has been 
history of any man, it certainly was 
of Father Hughson. His years of writ- 
had been brightened and stimulated by 
net of just what to say, and how to 
it, and when to publish what he had 
ten. It was beyond genius. It was at 
Ss uncanny. 


ist when or how Holy Cross Press came 
formal existence is not clear to any of 
From the earliest days of the Order, 
| while yet a struggling little group on 
East Side of New York, THE Hoty 
ss MaGAzINE had been issued. From 
to time one or another of the Fathers 
Id be permitted to set forth small tracts 
booklets on spiritual topics, and such as 


Father Huntington’s Repose. Reprints had 
been made (with proper permissions of 
course) of such widely used forms as 
Father Stanton’s Way of the Cross, and of 
the anonymous How to Make a Confession. 
These were kept at Holy Cross. They were 
either given away, or, if the person showed 
sufficient interest, sold at cost. 

After Father Hughson’s profession in 
1902 all that easy-going, haphazard attitude 
began to alter at once. His head was quite as 
full of ideas as his hands were smeared with 
ink. This is not the place to detail the earlier 
and excellent works which as a young monk 
he had published. What we are interested in 
mentioning is that Father Hughson, so far 
from getting a writer’s cramp seemed rather 
to get the writer’s itch. New items flowed © 
from his pen steadily, items which have 
weathered the years, and even now make 
good reading for all of us. We have in mind 
works like The Passion of the King, and 
the Warfare of the Soul. Scarcely an issue 
of THe Hory Cross MAGAZINE appeared 
without an article or two from him. His 
vivid, really beautiful “Letters from St. 
Andrew’s” afford thrills for us old-timers 
even yet. 

About 35 years ago the Order decided 
that time had come to issue a new series of 
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tracts. Father Huntington was most busy 
preaching hither and yon, and was rarely 
at home. Father Hughson was the Novice 
Master, and as such had to be at Holy 
Cross with his “lambs” a great part of the 
time. The natural thing happened. Father 
Hughson either wrote the tracts himself, 
or selected some of the best from England 
for a reprint. That was really the beginning 
of the Holy Cross Press, though it was 
not named till in the middle ’20’s. It was 
on those tracts that the now widely known 
“Chi-Rho” Press monogram was first used. 
One amusing item about the tracts can 
now be told. It has to do not with the cost 
of them, nor with the flood of letters which 
poured in, some angry, some commendatory. 
Rather it was the mailing of them. Right 
at first we used to slip the little tracts into 
Tue Hoty Cross MaGAZzIne as it went out 
each month. But we stopped that promptly 
when the postal authorities notified us that 
the law forbade any such practice. Then, what 
to do? The resourceful editor of the tracts 
had about ten novices, of whom the present 
writer was one. After all, why not allow 
the neophytes to share in this good work? 
Share we did in a most generous fashion. 
Great packages of leaflets used to arrive 
at frequent intervals from the printer. Ours 
was the task of folding them, stuffing them 
into thousands of envelopes and finally sort- 
ing these last according to cities and states. 
At first we took it as a lark, and had all 
kinds of fun as we worked, getting off our 
stale jokes and feeble wise-cracks amid 
gales of laughter. But one morning Father 
Master burst into the room wearing an 
unusually stern look. Addressing the Senior 
_Novice he said, “Has the rule of morning 


Men’s Retreat 


The annual retreat for men who are 
members of the Confraternity of the 
Christian Life will be held again this 
year at the Monastery at West Park, 
from Friday afternoon, June 16th, 
through mid-afternoon of Sunday 18th. 
For reservations please write the Direc- 
tor C.C.L., Holy Cross Monastery, 
West Park, N. Y. 


silence been changed?” No, it had not. Th 
the lark was ended, though the stuff 
continued efficiently. 

Thus in brief we can say that throu 
Father Hughson’s initiative and industry, a 
the well worth-while material which he pr 
duced so steadily, the emergence of t 
Press was almost a necessity. From a sm 
casual handling of occasional booklets a 
pamphlets, together with THe Hory Cre 
MAGAZINE, the very volume of output 1 
quired some more systematic method of d 
tribution. The Press never has, never w 
intended to pay for itself. It is, as alwa 
it has been under Father Hughson’s visi 
and energy, a missionary enterprise. Oth 
of course have done their part of writi1 
and have supplied their ideas to this ventt 
of faith. : 

But it was Father Hughson’s pen, pl 
his ideas, plus his unerring literary | 
stinct of when, what and how to publi 
that has made the Holy Cross Press su 
an effective instrument for Catholic Fa 
and practice in the Episcopal Church. 

At Holy Cross the infirmary and pre 
rooms adjoin. During his last months t 
Father was confined to the infirmary, t 
could get about by himself so long as~ 
stairs had to be climbed. He could and c 
get to Chapel often. Rarely a day pass 
without his going to the press office for 
chat, and inevitably a deluge of fresh ide; 
Was it only a coincidence that in the i 
firmary he breathed his last ? 


Ecumenicity 

On the same trip through the Gaspé 
was mentioned in the story on page 1: 
Father Hughson decided to go to Mass it 
Roman Catholic church one week day. | 
rose early and approached the church whe 
the priest was ringing the bell. When t 
curé saw the habited monk he embrace 
him and started to lead him to a place 
the sanctuary. Father Hughson did fr 
speak French, but he probably knew enou 
to say: “Je suis anglican.” The Roman pri 
merely pursed up his lips and shrugged 1 
shoulders, then after pointing to the hal 
proceeded to usher Father Hughson to 
place in the sanctuary. 
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“Lord, Hear My Prayer” 


By Suirtey Carter HucuHson, O.H.C. 


The Fifth Week After Easter 


THE COLLECT 
Lord, from whom all good things do come; 
mt to us thy humble servants, that by thy 
y inspiration we may think those things 
t are good, and by thy merciful guiding 
y perform the same; through our Lord 
us Christ. Amen. 


E declare that God is the Source 
AY ion which all good things do come. 

He is the only good and the only 
ntain of goodness and blessing. And 
se good things come to us by His holy 
piration. This speaks to us of the Holy 
ost whose work it is to inspire our hearts 
h the longing for God and the things of 
1. But these inspirations will be of no 
il unless I am listening for the voice of 
Spirit. When I feel an impulse towards 
d, do I promptly follow it, assured that 
many as are led by the Spirit of God they 
the sons of God?” 


Note that we ask God to grant this in- 
‘ation to His humble servants. The heart 
t is not humble cannot receive anything 
m the Holy Spirit, for He dwelleth in 
high and holy place, with him also that 
of a contrite and humble spirit. Pride 
ts the door of our hearts against the 
ly Spirit. The first effect of this holy in- 
ration is to enable us to think those 
igs that are good. Recall St. Paul’s in- 
ction to the Philippians which expands 
» idea; “whatsoever things are honest, 
itsoever things are just, whatsoever 
igs are pure, whatsover things are 
ely, whatsoever things are of good re- 
t; if there be any virtue, and if there be 
praise, think on these things.’”” He who 
ages his mind with these things, will 
ely have the mind of Christ. 

Ve are to bring “into captivity every 
ught to the obedience of Christ.” Guard 
1 thy thoughts. Most of our sins are sins 
thought, and every sin has its begin- 
g in some evil thought. As a man thinks 


so he is, either for good or bad. By a swift 
act of the will banish every thought that could 
not find place in the pure mind of Christ. 
Thought, whether good or evil, is trans- 
lated into word or action. If I think only 
that which is good, my words and deeds 
will be good and holy in God’s sight. Chal- 
lenge every thought as it presents itself. Ask 
your heart and conscience the question, Is 
this thought the fruit of the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit? We are unable of ourselves 
to think or do anything that is good. But we 
have the pledge that God’s merciful guidance 
will lead us to the faithful performance of 
all our good intentions and resolutions, if 
we entrust ourselves to Him, and hearken 
to His voice as it seeks to instruct us. Let 
our resolution be, “I will hearken what the 
Lord God will say concerning me.” The 
hearkening soul is not merely the soul that 
hears the voice when it speaks. It is the soul 
that is alert, intent, keen to watch for the 
first whisperings of the divine voice, and 
swift and ready to follow it. It is the soul 
that is ever in the attitude of the child Sam- 
uel: “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 


Ascension Day 


THE COLLECT 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that 
like as we do believe thy only-begotten Son 
our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended 
into the heavens; so we may also in heart 
and mind thither ascend, and with him 
continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

This collect bases everything on Faith. 
Like as we do believe, are our words. We 
believe that the God-Man is in the heaven 
of heavens, the first of our race to come 
to that blessed place. We believe that 
He is interceding for us; that He is prepar- 
ing a place for us; that He has sent thence 
to us His Holy Ghost to dwell in us, to 
make us holy, to prepare us for the place 
destined for us. With our Ascended Lord 
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doing these great things for us, how sure 
and glorious a salvation is ours! “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love him.” 


Acting on our faith in His heavenly work 
for us, we must in heart and mind thither 
ascend. “Hearts in heaven,’ must be the 
Christian motto. I shall be able to live by 
such a motto if my treasure is there, for 
“where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” Is He the chief treasure for 
which I long, He who said “I am thy ex- 
ceeding great reward?” 


I must not only ascend with my Lord, but 
I must with him continually dwell, that is, 
without interruption. Anything else but 
heaven unfits me for the heavenly compan- 
ionship. Sin takes my heart from heaven, 
and I am not to think I can easily return 
when I have deliberately wandered away. 
So I must strenuously resist even the slight- 


Tue ASCENSION 
By Hans von Kulmbach 


(Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art) 


est. approach to sin. “Flee from evil an 
do the thing that is good.” 


Sunday After Ascension Day 
THE COLLECT 


O God, the King of glory, who hast exalte 
thine only Son Jesus Christ with gre 
triumph unto thy kingdom in heaven; W 
beseech thee, leave us not comfortless ; bi 
send to us thine Holy Ghost to comfort u 
and exalt_us unto the same place whith 
our~Saviour Christ is gone before, wl 
livest and reignest with thee and the Ho 
Ghost, one God, world without end. Ame 

The exaltation of our Lord to heave 
was the ground of the Apostles’ hope du 
ing these days between the Ascension at 
Pentecost. They had seen their Lord ¢ 
into heaven with great triumph. They kne 
His promise could not fail. He had ascende 
on high to receive gifts for men. So th 
waited and longed and prayed. “And the 
were continually in the temple, praising ar 
blessing God.” As the apostles and their con 
panions waited, so are we waiting on Go 
His gifts have been promised to us. At 
we longing and praying as did the one hut 
dred and twenty in the Upper Room ; 
Jerusalem? Are our hearts athirst for God 
Only the hearts that hunger and thirst ca 
be filled. “Come, Holy Ghost, fill the hear 
of thy faithful people, and kindle in thet 
the fire of thy love.” Say this prayer agai 
and again. 

Our first cry to Him is, leave us m 
comfortless. This is the cry of a longin 
heart, and it has in it no tone of doub 
for did He not say, “I will not leave yo 
comfortless ; I will come to you?” So we hog 
with a supernatural hope. The virtue of ho 
was infused into us, along with faith an 
love at our baptism. It is that steadfast ut 
failing and joyful expectation of those thing 
which are sure to come to pass because Ge 
has promised them. “For we are saved b 
hope.” Natural human hope may buoy 1 
up for a time, but it possesses no endurin 
power. It is full of doubt. We say, “O 
hope so,” and our very tone of voice has i 
it a sound of doubt. Not so with supe 
natural hope for it is rooted in the promis 
of Him who “is not slack concerning hi 


= 
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mises, aS some men count slackness.” Su- 
natural hope disappointeth not. It is sure 
| steadfast, “an anchor of the soul.” 


We pray that the Holy Ghost may e-ralt us 
fo the same place our Saviour Christ is 
ve before. We have no hesitation in mak- 
‘this prayer for He has promised “Where 
m there.also shall my servant be.’’ There 
10 doubt or hesitation in the mind of the 
e Christian. Let me apply this test to 
self. Am I a true Christian? The coming 
the Holy Ghost will not only comfort us, 
teach us to follow the way of the com- 
ndments, thus will we become worthy 
be exalted to heavenly places. ‘““Teach me 
do the thing that pleaseth thee; for thou 
my God; let thy loving Spirit lead me 
th into the land of righteousness.” 

Jur final hope is to be exalted with Him. 
en there will be no more possibility of 
ing from Him; no more sin; no more 
r; no more anxiety; but perfect rest and 
ice in the bosom of our God. How glori- 
; is the Christian hope! Is it not worth 
iting for, is it not worth suffering for? 
or our conversation is in heaven; from 
ence also we look for the Saviour, the 
rd Jesus Christ.” 


Whitsun - Tide 


THE COLLECT 
God, who as at this time didst teach the 
ts of thy faithful people, by sending to 
m the light of thy Holy Spirit; Grant 
by the same Spirit to have a right judg- 
nt in all things, and evermore to rejoice 
his holy comfort; through the merits of 
rist Jesus our Saviour, who liveth and 
gneth with thee, in the unity of the same 
ivit, one God, world without end. Amen. 


Jn Pentecost, the Church’s birthday, God 
' Holy Ghost taught the hearts of His 
hful people. We are apt to think of the 
tk of teaching as being directed to the 
nd, but it is not so in spiritual things. 
less our hearts are first instructed in love 
1 humility, our minds can.never become 
se unto salvation, whatever earthly wis- 
n we may acquire. Hear the words of 
r Lord: “Learn of me, for I am meek 
1 lowly in heart.” 


Think of the kind of people whose hearts 


God taught. They were faithful, that is, trust- 
worthy, people. God trusted them to teach 
rightly the truth by word and example. How 
loyal they were to that trust! Men heard 
them and cried, “What shall we do?” Men 
saw their behaviour, and “took knowledge 
of them, that they had been with Jesus.’’ Is 
it so with me? My name of Christian is 
either an honour or a dishonour to God, 
according as I am true or false to Him in 
my daily life. They were faithful also in 
that they steadfastly believed what our Lord 
had promised. They waited, and though the 
days went by, their fervour was not cooled 
because He who had given them the promise 
of the Father could not lie. Satan often 
tempts me to be discouraged, and to yield 
to this temptation is equal to declaring that 
I believe not the word God has spoken, say- 
ing, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
theex. 


Let us consider some of the marks of the 
faithfulness of the little company in the up- 
per room on Pentecost. (1) They all con- 
tinued in prayer. They did not weary 
through these ten days of supplicating their 
heavenly Father. How marvellously did He 
answer them “when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come.” We weary of prayer in a 
short half-hour, and then wonder that 
prayer seems unanswered. We set times and 
seasons for God, forgetting that He will 
surely answer, but not till His own time be 
fully come. 

They showed their faithfulness (2) by a 
loving unity of spirit. Twice we are told that 
they continued in prayer with one accord. 
Love smooths out all differences. We are 
always very patient with the shortcomings 
of those we love. If I find myself critical and 
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impatient with my brethren, it means a 
want of love, and when love is wanting the 
soul can have no Pentecost, for there the 
blessed comfort of the Spirit cannot come. 


Thirdly, their faithfulness is shown by the 
patience of their waiting. They persevered 


and were ready to persevere many days | 


more. The apostle promises a rich harvest 
of blessing for those who faint not. Do I 
faint in waiting on God, and for the com- 
fort He has promised, or do I tarry the 


Lord’s leisure, sure that His love can never _ 
dg . 


fail me? “TI waited patiently for the Lord, 
and he inclined unto me, and heard my 
calling.” 

We ask two definite things for our- 
selves: (1) A right judgment, and (2) as 
following upon that, the joy of His holy 
comfort. We may have, by nature, a poor 
judgment in earthly things, but if we lis- 
ten constantly for His voice we shall, in 
things spiritual, have more and more a 
judgment that will not err, because it will 
be directed by God Himself. He will tell us 
what to say and to do, and what greater joy 
can there be than the consciousness that 
we are daily becoming less liable to make 
a wrong decision in the things that are 
eternally important. 


Trinity Sunday 
THE COLLECT 


Almighty and everlasting God, who hast 
gwen unto us thy servants grace, by the 
confession of a true faith, to acknowledge 
the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of the Divine Majesty to worship the 
Umty; We beseech thee that thou wouldest 
keep us steadfast in this faith, and evermore 
defend us from all adversities, who livest 
and reignest one God, world without end. 
Amen. 

No human mind can fathom the mystery 
that there are Three Persons in the one 
God, but by yielding up our hearts “as 
little children,” as our Lord tells us, He 
will give us the grace and power to believe, 
and believing, to worship the adorable Trin- 
ity in spirit and in truth. The purpose of 
this revelation is not that we might grasp 
the mystery of the Holy Trinity intel- 
lectually, but that we might bow down before 


Him in humble, loving, adoration. We a 
in the power of the divine Majesty to wa 
ship the Umty. 


This belief and worship must be co 
stantly practiced if it is to be deepened, 
must turn often to my heavenly Father; 
must love and trust my Redeemer; I mg 
talk familiarly with the Holy Ghost, who 
work is to sanctify me more and more. A 
I doing this daily? : 


Only-one condition is necessary to Goc 
keeping us steadfast in this faith: that | 
that we trust Him in all things. When tem’ 
tation comes, if we lose heart and _ thit 
there is no use to try, we are failing to tru 
His love and His strength. “Let thy mere 
ful kindness, O Lord, be upon us, like as y 
do put our trust in thee.’ If in times | 
trouble we cry out against our lot, it meat 
that we think God is not dealing with 1 
as a loving Father should. These failur 
undermine our faith, and bring in the er 
spiritual coldness and death. Let us tru 
Him to do all things well. All that com 
from His hand is good though we may ni 
always realize the good, but to complai 
seriously of anything that enters into ot 
life is the first step towards denying th 
loving providence of God by which we ai 
sustained every moment. “Why art thou s 
heavy, O my soul? and why art thou so di 
quieted within me? O put thy trust in Goc 
for I will yet give him thanks which is tt 
help of my countenance and my God.” § 
John says: “This is the victory that ove 
cometh the world, even our faith.’ No a 
versity can overcome us, no temptatio 
ensnare us if we know our faith and act 6 
it daily, when doubt arises say, “I beliey 
in God.’ When trouble presses hard, cr 
out, “The Lord is my light and my salve 
tion, whom then shall I fear? The Lor 
is the strength of my life, of whom shall 
be afraid?” 


There is strength and comfort enough t 
uphold me in every exigency of life in th 
thought that the totality of the loving powe 
of the Holy Trinity is being exercise 
every moment on my behalf. He loves m 
and deals with me as though I were th 
only soul He loved. Let us rest in the as 
surance, “He will send down from on hig 
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fetch me; he will take me out of many 
ers.” If I have a true and living faith 
he power and love of Father, Son, and 
ly Ghost, then I know that in the end all 


must come right. The world may contend 
against me, but I know with an absolute 
and joyful certainty that “we are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us.” 


Autobiographical Notes 


"ATHER Hughson was a very remark- 
‘able man; everybody who met him 
made that observation. The vigor of 
mind into old age was a constant source 
wonder. One of the supposed signs of 
age is constant reference to the past: 
remember when J was a boy.... ” Sel- 
1 did any of us hear Father Hughson 
‘that way. Indeed his sermons and medi- 
ons were completely free from refer- 
es to himself. That shrinking from per- 
al reference made it hard to dig into 
personal experiences which lay behind 
mature religious whom we knew. He 
started to collect material in a half- 
rted way for a study of Father Hunt- 
ton which some wanted him to under- 
>, and among these are some personal 
iniscences. We publish below these frag- 
its which may be allowed to speak for 
nselves. 


f my memory serves me aright the first 
e I ever heard of the O.H.C. was in the 
ter of 1892-93. I was at that time one of 
masters in the University Grammar 
ool at University of the South, Sewanee, 
inessee. Our long vacation was in the 
ter months, and I was spending it at 
old home in Sumter, South Carolina. I 
; intimate at the rectory of the Church of 
Holy Comforter in that city, the rector 
which was the Reverend John Kershaw, 
slessed memory. On Sunday morning I 
it to the rectory an hour or so before 
forenoon service, and was there when 
mail was brought from the post-office. 
» rector’s wife looked it over, and tossed 
aper across the table to me with the 
ark, “Now if you want to see something 
h Church, there it is.” It was the Hory 
ss MaGazINe. I glanced at it with only 
ight casual interest, little thinking that 
another seven years I would be in the 


Order, and was to spend my life in its ser- 
vice. 

I do not recall that I ever thought of it 
again until the following autumn, when I 
gave up my position at Sewanee, and went 
to The Johns Hopkins University in Balti- 
more when I began my work for a doctor’s 
degree with the purpose of devoting my life 
to the study and teaching of history. It was 
in October of that autumn that the General 
Convention met in Baltimore. This Conven- 
tion was memorable as completing the first 
revision of the Book of Common Prayer 
since the adoption of the first American 
Prayer Book in 1789. 


I was greatly interested in the work of the 
Convention and spent as much time as I 
[could] spare from my studies, in attendance 
on its sessions. All the delegates from South 
Carolina were old friends and acquaintances 
of mine, although of course of an older gen- 
eration, and I sat with them listening to 
the debates and discussions of the Prayer 
Book revision. Among them was my old 
rector John Kershaw who was shortly to 
remove to Charleston as rector of St. 
Michael’s Church. 


One day an announcement was made of a 
meeting in the interest of the Christian So- 
cial Union at St. Paul’s Parish House. Dr. 
John Johnson, the rector of St. Philip’s 
Church, Charleston, suggested that we at- 
tend this meeting, and see what it was all 
about. This union had been organized some 
years before as a Church agency for the bet- 
terment of social conditions. I believe it 
accomplished little or nothing in the brief 
course of its existence. Only a handful of 
people attended this meeting. Bishop Fred- 
erick Dan Huntington of Central N. Y., 
presided, and Richard T. Ely, the dis- 
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tinguished economist, who was just then 
leaving Johns Hopkins to go to the University 
of Wisconsin, was present and active. But 
the figure that attracted our attention particu- 
larly was that of a youngish man, dressed 
in a religious habit, who had little to say, 
although one sensed that he had a profound 
interest in what might be done for social 
improvement by such an organization. This 
was Father Huntington, and it was the first 
time I had ever heard of him. He was evi- 
dently not at all pleased at the way things 
were progressing, or rather not progressing, 
and sat, as he often did at such gatherings 
leaning forward in an intent listening atti- 
tude with his eyes closed. So far as I re- 
member he opened his lips only once. This 
was when he was asked to serve on a cer- 
tain committee. He rose and asked to be 
excused as he expected to spend a large 
part of the coming winter working with the 
lumber-jacks in the lumber camps of Michi- 
gan. I was minoring at the University in 
sociology, in which I had an intense prac- 
tical not theoretical interest, and I can feel 
again, the tremendous thrill that I experi- 
enced at the thought of such a work, and how 
eagerly I wanted to share with him such a 
labour. However, I did not come to know 
Fr. Huntington on that occasion, but I re- 
member Dr. Johnson’s remark when we came 
out of the meeting. “What a look of abject 
humiliation that young man had.” He said. 


History had been my primary interest 
from boyhood, but I was not destined to 
give my life to it, for whatever my wish 
might have been God had other plans, the 
carrying out of which led eventually to my 
association with Father Huntington and 
the Order of the Holy Cross. 


As the time for the long vacation of 1893 
drew near, Dr. Herbert L. Adams,! the head 
of the history department at the Hopkins, 
who had always been very kind to me, giv- 
ing me great help and encouragement in my 
studies, asked me what I planned to do dur- 
ing the summer. Adams was the author of 
few books, but he was a most stimulating 
teacher, and was responsible for the intel- 


1 Herbert Baxter Adams, 1850-1901. After receiving his Ph.D. 
at Heidelberg in 1876 returned tc this country and was the main 
figure in organizing the first real graduate school with the founda- 
tion of The Johns Hopkins University. 


lectual development of not a few men wl 
attained later to great distinction in the fiel 
of history, sociology and economics, in ut 
versity work in this country.” I had 1 
plans for the summer, but I had becor 
much interested in a course we had durit 
the previous year in colonial history. F 
thereupon suggested that I give part of n 
vacation to an investigation of the colon: 
records of South Carolina, which were fair 
intact, with a view to a study of the begi 
nings of slavery in the Carolinas, which hi 
never been made. I adopted his suggestic 
and when engaged in the study of the re 
ords at Columbia, S. C., I met an old ex 
lege acquaintance who was engaged in t 
practice of law. One Sunday we went 

church together, and spent the afternoon 

his rooms amusing ourselves with casual co 
versation, when I was swept off my feet | 
his challenge that if I would give up n 
work and study for Holy Orders, he wou 
do the same thing. Few things in my ear 
life had ever upset me more. I was devot 
to my work at the Hopkins, and so far as 
could judge my prospects were bright. B 
under the quiet influence of my dear o 
friend John Kershaw there had lodged 

my mind the thought that, even if I co 
tinued my _ historical pursuits I mig 
eventually take Holy Orders in any cas 
I returned home when I got through my tf 
searches in Columbia, eager to [talk] tl 
matter over with my rector, but as proy 
vidence would have it, he was away on 
month’s vacation. In all this God’s hat 
seemed very evident for it was well that 
should pray out the problem for myself a1 
by the time he returned I had made up n 
mind. In the autumn, instead of returni 
to Baltimore I entered the General The 
logical Seminary in New York, and pr 
ceeded to the priesthood. 


2 Among the distinguished graduates of the history departm 
were: C. McL. Andrews, J. F. Jameson, J. H. Latane, F. 
Turner, historians; Walter Hines Page, diplomat; Woodr 
Wilson, President. 
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ST. ANDREW’S 


= HE winter season at St. Andrew’s is 

always the most difficult time of year. 

It is the in-between period when the 
elty of the beginning of school is over, 
the hope of its close not yet in sight. The 
inant events are mid-year examinations 
ch only reveal a need for harder work 
1 no sense of achievement that goes with 
Is, Worst of all is the weather. Those 
) have visited Sewanee Mountain only in 
spring, summer or fall are pleasantly 
ware of what our winters can be like. 
s January we had exactly five days with- 
rain. 


t is an indication of the high morale of the 
ool this year that we have passed through 

dismal season with a minimum of de- 
ssion. The boys have taken everything 
high spirits. They are doing a better 
than ever in their studies and the disci- 
e has been good. 


oth our winter sports had successful sea- 
s. The basketball team played a much 
ler schedule than usual. Every game but 
was with a Mid-South School. In the 
- we have played about half our games 
1 Public High Schools. The Mid-South 
ools are all larger than we are, some five 
ss our size, and they attract the best ath- 
s. Against such competition we could not 
e to win many games. We are proud of 
record of four out of fifteen. In those we 
we put up a splendid fight and were 
ally beaten by less than ten points. At the 
I-South Tournament we won our game 
he preliminary round and made a fine 
wing in the quarter-finals. Again this 
- one of our boys was chosen for the All- 
I-South Second Team. 


he Boxing Squad covered itself with 
y. Although we lost almost all of last 
’s first string boxers, others were trained 
(0 take their places. We took third place 
= more in the Mid-South Boxing Tour- 
lent, scoring one more point than last 
‘, running only three points behind the 
n in second-place. Three of our boys won 
|-South Championships, in the 100, 108 
124 pound classes. 


he high point of the winter season was 


the visit from the Father Superior early in 
February. He was with us for a busy and 
happy week. While he was here we held the 
induction of the new members of our Chap- 
ter of the National Honor Society. Two sen- 
iors and five fifth formers were admitted, 
bringing the total membership now in the 
school to twelve. 


At the time I write, spring has come at 
last—more or less. The Baseball, Track and 
Tennis squads have begun their practice. 
The Seniors are busy sending in their col- 
lege applications. The pleasantest time of 
year lies before us, and we are all prepared 
to enjoy it to the full. 


receive Him, and to whom, believing 

on His Name, He gives power to be- 
come the sons of God. No mere human de- 
scent from a chosen people. No pride of 
birth, or of worldly station. No natural tal- 
ents or ability derived or fostered by 
heredity or environment. The true aristocracy 
of the Kingdom of heaven are born of the 
love of God one by one, even as the angels 
were created one by one. My soul will have 
its place in the Kingdom only if I personally 
use the power that is bestowed upon me to 
become a son of God, and I can maintain 
this place only by faithful use of the ordained 
means of grace—of prayer, of the sacraments 
of the Church. But of God, we are all ‘of the 
Father’s love begotten.’ Consider the mighty 
stimulus of the recollection that I am, in 
my baptism, born of God. I am His child, 
the child of a King. I am one of the Princes 
of the blood royal of the everlasting King- 
dom. I must live according to the dignity 
of a Prince. I must do nothing to dishonor 
my royal name and heritage. I must be true 
to my kingly Father; I must live so as to 
bring no shame upon my brethren and kins- 
folk in the divine family, even the Angels 
and Saints of God. Consider the mighty 
stimulus of the recollection that I have won 
the love of no perishing mortal, but the in- 
finite love of Him Who is from Everlasting. 
He who had before Him all the best of all 
the ages upon which to set His Heart—chose 
me. 


See is the description of those who 


—S.C. Hughson, O.H.C. 
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Notes 

Father Superior preached and confirmed 
at Christ Church, Riverdale, New York; 
gave an address to the Church Mission of 
Help at West Hartford, Connecticut; 
preached and confirmed at Christ Church 
and St. Mark’s Church, Tarrytown, New 
York. 

Father Kroll preached at St. Michael 
and St. Mark’s Church, Brooklyn, New 
York; held conferences at the Convent of 
St. Helena, Helmetta, New Jersey; con- 
ducted a quiet day for the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary of Christ Church, Red Hook, New 
York. 


Father Packard gave an address on the 
Liberian Mission and preached at St. 
John’s Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

Father Hawkins who has been elected to 
succeed Father Hughson as chaplain of the 
St. Bede’s Library, New York City, gave 
a conference for that group. 

Father Gunn conducted the annual re- 
treat for the Oblates of Mount Calvary at 
Holy Cross Monastery. 

Father Taylor conducted a retreat at St. 
Paul’s Church, Dayton, Ohio. 

Father Stevens gave a retreat for the 


Canterbury Club of the University of Mary- 
land. 


on 


VON 
EEROLS. 
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Want of information helps us in this 
issue when we need all the space we can 
have for Father Hughson. Try as we may 
we can find no more information about late 
seventeenth century episcopal doings in Ire- 
land. On the death of Bishop Synge, the 
chapter of Cloyne resolved that a throne 
should be raised for the next bishop in a 
convenient place in the choir and also one 
for his wife. 


Intercessions 
Please join us in praying for:— 

Father Superior preaching and conf 
ing at Holy Trinity Church, New \ 
City, May 14; conducting a school of pr 
at the Church of Our Saviour, Old Gr 
wich, Connecticut, May 14-17; preac 
and confirming at the following: St. Je 
Church and Holy Cross Church, Kings 
and Trinity Church, Saugerties, May 
Christ Church, Piedmont, and Grace Cht 
Nyack, June 4; all in the Diocese of | 
York. 

Father Packard showing the Libe 
Films and speaking at St. James’ Cht 
New London, Connecticut, May 14; 
ducting a retreat for associates of the O 
at St. Martin’s Church, Providence, R 
Island, May 20; giving an address to 
Woman’s Auxiliary of St. Paul’s Cht 
Albany, New York, May 23. 

Father Hawkins giving a retreat fot 
sociates of the Order of St. Anne, Alb 
New York, May 23. 

Father Stevens leading a conference 
young people at Garden City, Long Is! 
New York, May 20; conducting a quiet 
for men and preaching at St. Peter’s Cht 
Auburn, New York, June 3-4. 


Contributors 

The Reverend Gregory Mabry, D.L 
rector of Saint Paul’s Church, Brool 
New York, and an Oblate of Mount 
vary. 

The Reverend Frank Damrosch, Jr 
rector of Saint Paul’s Church, Doylest 
Pennsylvania, and a Priest Associate. 

The Reverend L. D. Heppenstall is — 
den of the Community of the Holy N 
Malvern Link, Worcestershire, Eng! 

The Reverend Gilbert Shaw was forn 
secretary to the Association for the Prc 
tion of Retreats in England. 

Sister Mary Theodora is a member o: 
Community of St. Mary. 

Mr. George W. Van Slyck, attorne 
law, is president of Youth Consultation 
vice of the Diocese of New York ar 
communicant of the Church of the Re 
rection, New York City. 
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in Ordo of Worship and Intercession May - June 1950 


Rogation Tuesday W Rogation Mass V col 2) of St Mary 3 for the Church or Bishop pref of Easter to- 
_day and tomorrow—for the ill and suffering 


Vigil of the Ascension W Mass a) of the Vigil col 2) Rogation 3) of St Mary or b) after Rogation 
Procession Rogation Mass V col 2) Vigil 3) of St Mary LG Vigil—for isolated Catholics 


Ascension of Our Lord Double I Cl gl cr pref of Ascension until Whitsunday unless otherwise di- 
rected—for all religious 


St Dunstan BC Double W gl col 2) Ascension cr—for church musicians 

St Bernardine of Sienna C Double W g] col 2) Ascension cr—for the Seminarists Associate 

Sunday after Ascension Semidouble W gl col 2) Ascension cr—for churches dedicated to the Ascen- 
sion 

Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) of St Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop—for the Servants 
of Christ the King 


Within the Octave Semidouble W Mass as on May 22—for those in mental darkness 


' Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) St Vincent of Lerins C 3) of St Mary er—for the Order of 
Saint Helena 


Octave of the Ascension Gr Double gl cr—for the increase of religious vocations 
St Augustine of Canterbury BC Double W gl—for the bishops of the Church 


Vigil of Pentecost R gl pref of Whitsuntide no mention of Venerable Bede or Philip Neri at Mass this 
year—for Christian family life 


Whitsunday Double I Cl R gl seq cr pref of Whitsuntide through the week—for Christian reunion 
Monday in Whitsun Week Double I Cl R gl col 2) Whitsunday seq cr—for religious education 


Tuesday in Whitsun Week Double I Cl R gl col 2) Whitsunday seq cr—for the Companions of the Or- 
der of the Holy Cross 


Ember Wednesday Semidouble R gl col 2) Whitsunday seq cr—for all ordinands 


1é 1 Within the Octave Semidouble R gl col 2) for the Church or Bishop seq cr—for those in the armed 
services 
Ember Friday Semidouble R gl col 2) Whitsunday seq cr—for the persecuted 
Ember Saturday Semidouble R gl col 2) Martyrs of Uganda 3) Whitsunday seq cr—for the peace of 
the world 
Trinity Sunday Double I Cl W gl cr pref of Trinity—-thanksgiving for the Christian revelation 
St Boniface BC Double W gl—for the Oblates of Mount Calvary 
Tuesday G Mass of Sunday a) col 2) of the Saints 3) for the faithful departed 4) ad lib or b) as Vo- 
tive of Trinity W cols as above pref of Trinity—for the faithful departed 
Wednesday G Mass of Sunday a) col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib or b) as votive W with pref of Trin- 
ity—for the Confraternity of the Christian Life 
Corpus Christi Double I Cl W gl seq cr pref of Nativity (as in PB for Purification) through Octave— 
for all priests 
Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) St Columba Ab seq ad lib within the Octave cr—for the 
Liberian Mission 
Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) St Margaret of Scotland seq cr—for the work of the Holy 
Cross Press 
Ist Sunday after Trinity Semidouble W Mass a) of Sunday gl col 2) Octave cr or f) before Corpus 
Christi procession of the feast W gl seq cr if no other Mass is said col 2) and LG of Sunday—for a 
sense of responsibility for the unfortunate 
Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) of St Mary 3) for the Church or Bishop seq cr—for 
Mount Calvary Monastery 
Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) St Anthony of Padua C seq cr—for the Priests Associate 
Within the Octave Semidouble W gl col 2) St Basil BCD seq cr—for Saint Andrew’s School 
Octave of Corpus Christi Gr Double W gl seq cr—for social and economic justice 


Sacred Heart of Jesus Double II Cl W gl or prop pref—for the Confraternity of the Love of God 
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From the Business Manager 


Father Hughson cee 


The Third Cover of this issue is devoted 
to a listing of all available publications 
of the late Fr. Hughson. We have a very 
limited number of copies of his book on 
the Liberian Mission ..-. “The Green 
Wall of Mystery,” and we are not plan- 
ning another printing. His book on the 
Saints . . . “Athletes of God’’ should be 
ready late August. 


Father Hughson Memorial 


Last month we mentioned a full an- 
nouncement to be made in this issue of 
the MaGazIne. Plans of the Committee 
were changed and announcement will be 
made by letter. 


National Guild Tract... 


The National Guild of Churchmen is 
now distributing the third release in their 
new series of 12 tracts based upon the his- 
tory, doctrine, practice and teaching of 
the Episcopal Church. The current 
pamphlet is entitled “The Church in 
Reformation” written by the Rev'd P. M. 
Dawley, Ph.D. A copy of this tract and 
others published by the Guild may be had 
without cost by addressing the Guild Of- 
fice, 145 West 46th Street, New York 
LO PINS OVE 


Holy Cross Tracts wee 


Letter-size format. Four pages. $1.60 
per hundred. Postpaid. Cash with order. 
Minimum order 25 copies single title. 
Tracts now ready are: No. 1. The Path 
of Repentance. No. 2. A Catholic Keeps 
Lent (order now for next year). No. 3 
Holy Water. No. 5. Sorrow for Sin. No. 
6. Calling Priests “Father”. Tract No. 
4. The Sign of the Cross will be ready 
late summer. 


Rosaries and Crucifixes Se hss 


We continue to receive orders fo! 
them. Sorry, but we do not carry it 
stock. For Rosaries write to the Sister: 
of St. Mary, Valhalla, N. Y. For Crue 
fixes to any of our Church bookstores 


If You Are One... 


of those who sent in a pre-publicatiot 
order for Fr. Spencer’s forthcoming 
book “Ye Are the Body” please exercist 
the virtue of patience. The book is noy 
being set up at the printers and may pos 
sibly be ready early Fall. 


What Do You Think ? ? ? 


It has been suggested that The Pres 
should issue, in pamphlet-form, the see 
tion on the Mass from “Saint Augus 
tine’s Prayer Book.’ One priest write 
that the instructions are of signal valu 
because they are brief and to the point 
If the Clergy are interested they migh 
drop us a card indicating the number re 
quired. 


Summer Plans alreins: j | 


If you plan to visit Holy Cross we 
ask that you write the Father-in-Charge 
well in advance—allowing time for hi 
reply—as the House is sometimes ve 
full. This applies, of course, to men wht 
plan to stay over night, or for meal 
Women are welcome to visit the Chape 
see the garden, and the Press office! 


Now Is The Time... 


to order Sunday School material for u 
next Fall. We haven’t much, but som 
people assure us that what we have is 
too bad. Send for List. 
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